




























15INTRODUCTION

The original New Deal was both a dramatic and prac-
tical approach for solving America’s economic crisis 
coming out of the Great Depression. As a nation, we 
again find ourselves in a moment of dire economic 
and ecological crisis. The widespread public desire for 
structural change is palatable. 

The federal Green New Deal resolution is a response 
to this desire, and is ambitious in its scope. It sets 
forth the vision of a 10-year mobilization to reshape 
our country’s infrastructure, energy systems, agricul-
ture, transportation, environment, and economy. The 
resolution would achieve these goals though increased 
public control over resources and industries, public 
investments in large-scale programs, and by institu-
tionalizing a commitment to equity. 

What is the necessity of 
transforming these sectors? 

Buildings account for around 40 percent of the na-
tion’s annual carbon emissions.20 Our infrastructure 
has suffered from chronic neglect and is not designed 
to withstand future climate change. A federal Green 
New Deal would repair and upgrade buildings and 
infrastructure to mitigate emissions, reduce the risks 
of climate impacts on communities, and ensure uni-
versal access to clean water. 

THE SCALE 
OF ACTION 
NEEDED
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PRINCIPLES 
FOR SYSTEMS 
CHANGE

To fundamentally change unequal urban dynamics and 
practices means embracing a transformative politics. It 
means being guided by a holistic set of principles that 
embodies our power and responsibility to bring about 
change. 

What do these principles look like? 

As the crisis is ongoing, it has left little time for hard-
hit communities to reflect or contemplate long-term 
responses. The principles here are grounded in the 
federal Green New Deal’s twin goals of social justice 
and climate safety, but also seek to capture the essen-
tial characteristics of principles proposed by grassroots 
and advocacy organizations, local groups and experts, 
and Green New Deal advocates. 

They are not revolutionary - in many respects, they are 
not even new. They draw on fundamental truths em-
bedded in generational and place-based knowledge of 
what it means to be sustainable and promote wellbe-
ing. Nor are they intended to be prescriptive. Every 
city’s Green New Deal and every community’s recovery 
will have to be guided by principles determined in a 
local and democratic manner. 

Perhaps most importantly, these principles seek to em-
bed measures of accountability into what we decide to 
do next because no matter what, it is critical that our 
response reinvigorate the very purpose of government, 
which is to represent the collective will and power of 
communities and to act in the public interest. 
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CITIES AS 
LEADERS
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